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Woman reconnects with homeland through library project

do 1o give them comfort for walk-
ing in my country.”

She also hopes Vietnam veter-
ans will consider retuming to her
country (o see that "t is not & bat-
tefield, but @ country.” She wants
them to be healed as she said she
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tance of the books.

Today, through the effors of
and h s the

to Vietnam brings healing i

support for this. We have all our
American  books |

mn Vietnam
libraries stamped on page 15, ‘A
gift from the United States.’ And
Vietnamese national teachers teach
English so the books can be read ™

in bis small office ot 3135 W, | pewlibary. | cuminly fo By b A
ma«..lﬂw@e“vﬂn:l “We agree with the Vietnam | i

‘Theusch

Dombroes, there are al least 10
libraries in differemt parts of Viei- |
nam and Loos, Some are free- |

| libraries to make sure

books and donations,

O & recent trip in kate 2003, Thi
Hoa said, “I went i visit several
they had
enough books.” She and her son
also attended the dedication of a

mﬂjﬁllhpﬂidl_nril.\'lcwm which are quite liveable, T think
Ou e detalts wih ghly roepive | (Commuint) Bave 8 vision of
als in Vietnam, Dom- | becoming 3
broe. “This is not o drop und run SNt O e
project, There will be continued ' Sec LIBRARY poge 9.
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of the project, they trnsporied all | standing, others are pant of schools
the free” or

] grew up without a book.” '!'Nﬂugmid'nmhmﬂn

noted Thi Hoa, stressing the impor-  library project nbout four years ago

10 the United States al age I9.'i

engaged to an American soldier

!Jllllm who fought in the Vietoam War

continued from page 8. Arriving in the Detroit area in |

1972, she sabd they broke up |
because it was 8 difficull time for |
American soldiers 1o marry Viet- |

forehead when he arrived. But it
was the wrong man, it was Dom-

| broe. Afier that night, Dombroe

continued 10 visit the restaurant 1o
see her, though he was engaged ot
the time, He broke off that engage-
ment and said he believes it wos

Catholic faith. During the war | the Catholic Church.
years and later her mother wenl 1o
worship in the Buddhist temple
because neeted food was distrib-
uted there. But while Thi Hoa
could get her mother i church
| phiysically, she coulid see she wis

Symbolizing the success of her
journey, Thi Hon wears & crystal
cross around her neck — o gift
{rom her mother.

A vivacious woman, Thi Hoa
admitted she never had a desire to |
return to her homeland. In 1991
she had searched for and found her |
family. Then in 1993 she retumed
with Dombroe (o build a home for

namese womer. “He broke up with |
me because he couldn’t toke the |
pressures of our society,” she said.
Speaking little English, Thi
Hoa moved to Milwaukee to be |
close to a friend. She found a job |
s a waitress and lived in the atiic |
of a home. Then, she said, 8 mirm- |
cle b d — she met Ne

her mother and ther. She also
@mmmmﬁm
n

“I never thought I'd go back,”
she admitted. “But when | met |
{Theusch), be said ‘what are we |
going to do, change (communist |
rule) with books or change it with
guns?” We want to change the sys-
tem. As Christinns we can do fittle

‘While waitressing in on opscale
on the sl Tl!l]

| works in the computer systems

not there spiritually.

“That brought Thi Hoa some
despair. In tears, she sought help
from the church's pastor, who gave
| her a Bible for her mother. Upon
ing home with her mother,
| Thi Hoa talked (o her 37-year old
| sister, who had married a Bod-
| dhist, telling her she wanted her

mother to come back W the
Catholic faith. Her sister Le Kim

his destiny to meet Thi Hoa,

Married for nearly 29 years, |
they have two dsughters Mai Lien,
7 und Kiwilie, 6. Dombros also
helped raise Thi Hon's son from a
previous jonship, 1 did the
best 1 could with the circumstances
1 had,” she said. Her son, Thanh,

there’s another part

Hoa, who was very shy, was told
Iy the manager she had to mingle
with customers more, instead of
busing tables. In foct, the manager
told her she was to greet her zon,
who was coming to the restaurant |
that evening for his birthday, or

|C‘hl then blurted out, “but | was
nam and Saigon (officially today | baptized a Catholic, 1 want 1o
called Ho Chi Minh City.) | came back to the faith.” Today her

She wis determined to bring | sister reads the Bible daily to their
her mother who lives in the small |nnlﬂ..|\ndh¢tdlla';hnlh|dis
village of Tan Binh back to the | voluntarily accompanyi

of Thi Hon's journey back to Viet-

things and it can be grest.” | she would be fired.
But her joumey o that point | So, Thi Hoa pulled hesself
was a long, painful one. She came | together and kissed the man on the
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Founder of the Vietnam Libmry
hupﬂﬁued.hhw Dawn, Fran-
i (Chuck ) Theusch was a mor-

Vietnam vet finds library
is ‘investment of a lifetime’

projt

tarsman in Vietanm during the war. mim wio served I
n 1999 he returmed to the central Wistnom the wer,
hightands  and  Quang  Neal frmnded fhe
Province. Projact of Vistnam to
“ar that point 1 bought |we‘ ﬁhzmh
by water buffalo for two Bud- | N
dia pongle B O 00 | tlros in Loss hav boes
said. At that time though 600,000
people were dealing with scvere | il (Sobemined phata]
flooding. Through an i Al
Vietnamese Army officer,
Theusch found were 4
ed because five in the region had | small libraries in Vietaam. Then _Qhulim:n\ﬂewm\mw:u
been washed out. So, he offered 1o mumulmmmnn!wdfajbym?m 5
‘uild one. Bot the army officer dis- | March 2003 in Laos. There are Memorial Fund, as well as Jan
couraged him from doing tht say- | also two smaller ones there. In Smmﬂ:fmdnoflhnw\fﬁ-
inghyﬂnlirn:lnmlddolh-lm sddition, there are plans for numer- | pam Veternns - Memorial R
bridges would be . | ous other libraries.™ ‘Washington, D.C.
] a | “Theusch, who ix Catholic, said | A lawyes by profession,
library, mlibmmutr:mmhul;l_ ;Mlﬂt:
‘s how it staned” border was built on the grounds insurance in addition
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was on o workd wide trip, His next national in the Kien Giang Delta ‘:id“";imﬂwmﬁn
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